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1. Family name: POPA  

2. First name: Nicolae  

3. Year of birth: 1961  

4. Nationality: Romanian  

 
5. Current position: Full Professor at the Department of Geography, Head of Center for Regional 

Development, Cross-Border Studies and Regional Planning (CRD-CSRP), West University of Timişoara, 
Romania  

6. Adresses :  

e-mail: nicolae.popa@e-uvt.ro  

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2196-1842 

Adresse of Laboratory: Bld. Vasile Parvan, no. 4, 300223 – TIMISOARA, Romania 

Web site: https://cbg.uvt.ro/facultate/conducere-facultate/departament-geografie/ 

7. Education:  
Institution  

[ Date from – Date to ]  

Degree(s) or Diploma(s) obtained  

University of Bucharest (1993-1999)  Doctoral (PhD) Diploma in rural Geography  

University of Bucharest (1981-1985)  Licence Diploma in Geography and French language  

Theoretical College “Nicolae Bălcescu” 
from Râmnicu Vâlcea (1976-1980)  

Bachelor Diploma  

 
8. Key qualifications: Social and cultural Geography, Political Geography, Regional and local 
development, Cross border Cooperation, Cultural Creative Industries  

9. Career:  
Date from – Date to  Location  Company  Position  Description  

05.2009 - present  Timisoara, Romania  West University  Director of PhD thesis  Researches and Teaching  

05. 2005 - present  Timisoara, Romania  West University  Professor Dr.  Teaching and Researches  

06 - 07. 2004  Angers - France  Doctoral School  Visiting Professor  Teaching and Researches  

10.2001 – 04. 2005  Timisoara, Romania  West University  PhD  

Ass. Professor  

Teaching and Researches  

05 – 06. 2001  Angers - France  University of Angers  Visiting Professor  Teaching and Researching  

04. 1999  Angers - France  University of Angers  Researcher  Researches  

02. 1999 – 10. 2001  Timisoara - Romania  West University  PhD Lecturer  Teaching and researches  

10. 1994 – 10. 1999  Timisoara - Romania  West University  Lecturer  Teaching and researches  

01 – 03. 1995  Angers - France  University of Angers  Visiting professor  Teaching and Researches  

10. 1991 - 10. 1994  Timisoara - Romania  West University  Assistant  Teaching and researches  

09. 1988 – 09. 1991  Deva - Romania  Secondary School Nr. 4  Ass. Director  Managing and teaching  

09. 1985 – 09. 1998  Deva – Romania  Secondary School Nr. 4  Teacher  Teaching  
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https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2196-1842?lang=en
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10. Language skills and competences  

Mother tongue(s)  Romanian  

Other language(s)                                      French and English 

Autoevaluation  Understanding  Speaking  Writing  

European level  Listening  Reading  Spoken interaction  Spoken production  Writing  

French  C2  C2  C2  C2  C2  

English  B1  B2  B2  B2  B1  

 

10. Research activities, publications and dissemination  
Publications:  -13 scientific books, of which 5 books as single author, 3 books coordinator 

and author, 5 books in collaboration;  

-84 articles and research reports, of which 55 volumes published in 
magazines in the country (56 as sole author, 9 together) and 18 in foreign 
journals or books (11 as sole author and 7 together);  

Scientific communications:  -177 scientific papers presented at conferences and workshops, of which 
45 events abroad and 63 international events organized in Romania.  

Contract research and 
development:  

- 46 research contracts, including 11 international (team member), 22 as 
the owner - manager or team coordinator in West University of Timisoara 
(4 as director Grant CNCSIS/NURC).  

 
11. Responsibilities and Activities (selected):  

11.1 Management and administrative responsibilities:  

- Director of the Center for Regional Development, Cross Border Studies, and Sustainable Spatial 
Development – CDR-START, West University of Timisoara (2008 - present);  

- Director of the Sustainable Development and Territorial Planning Laboratory at the Institute of Advanced 
Environmental Research, West University of Timisoara (2022 – present); 

- Director of Maser School, Department of Geography, Faculty of Chemistry, Biology, Geography Faculty 
of West University of Timisoara (2018 – present)  

- Director of the Department of Geography, Faculty of Chemistry, Biology and Geography, West University 
of Timisoara (2011 – 2015);  

- Vice-Director of the Department of Geography and Chef of the Human and Regional Geography Group in 
the Department of Geography of West University of Timisoara (2004-2010); 

- Member of the National Council for Attestation of University Titles, Diplomas and Certificates of Romania 
CNATDCU (2012 - 2016);   

- President of the Quality Assessment Commission in the Faculty of Chemistry, Biology and Geography of 
WUT (2008-2010); 

- Responsible for the European mobility programs Tempus and Erasmus for the Department of Geography 
at the West University of Timisoara (1993 – 2010). 

 

11.2 Visiting professor, networks and professional associations 

- Visiting professor at the Angers Doctoral School, 2004 (one month);  

- Visiting professor at the University of Angers (France), Department of Geography, 2001 (2 months);  

- Visiting professor at the University of Angers (France), Department of Geography, 1995 (3 months);  

- Member of the National Geographic Committee of Romania (2013-present);  
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- Vice-president of the International Network of Senghor Chairs of the Francophonie - RICSF (November 
2021 – present);  

- Holder of the Senghor Chair at the University of the West Timisoara, in the International Network of 
Senghor Chairs (October 2018 – present);  

- President of the Geographical Society of Romania, Timis subsidiary (March 2018 – present);  

- Member of the Geographical Society of Romania (1986 – present);  

- Founding member of the Professional Association of Geographers of Romania (2010 – present);  

- Associate member of the Doctoral School of the Interuniversity Institute of Local Development of the 
Universities of Valencia Estudi General and Jaume I Castellon (Spain) (2011-present);  

- Associate member of the AUF Regional Commission of Economic and Scientific Experts for the Countries 
of Central and Eastern Europe (CRE – PECO) (2022 – present).  

- Member of the Regional Commission of Experts for the countries of Central and Eastern Europe (CRE – 
PECO) of the AUF (2016 – 2022).  

- Associate member of the CARTA Laboratory (CNRS accredited) of the Department of Geography of the 
University of Angers (2000-2014);  

- President of the Steering Committee of the “French-speaking regional network on health, nutrition and 
food security in Central and Eastern Europe – SaIN” (2017-2020).  

- Member of the international research program in human and social sciences “Territorial recompositions 
at the risk of exclusion – 2H2S”, led by the CPER Pays de la Loire, France (1999 – 2014);  

- Member of the International University Network for the promotion of the European module “Central Europe 
and the European Idea: history, cultures, future perspectives” (1998-2000);  

- Public conferences presented at the universities of: Paris IV-Sorbonne, Angers, Bratislava, Novi Sad, 

Belgrade, Szeged, Castellon, Humboldt of Berlin, New Lisbon, Valencia, Marrakech, Lyon 3, Ottawa, 
Moncton. 

 

11.3 Expert/evaluator 

- National expert evaluator of The National Council of Scientific Research in Higher Education (CNCSIS) in 
Romania, for research projects in the fields of Human Geography and Regional Development (2000-2014);  

- National expert evaluator of Romanian Agency for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ARACIS) for 
the field of Geography (2006-2014);  

- Expert evaluator for projects financed by the Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie (2016 - present). 

- Member of the Technical Commission for Territorial and Urban Planning of the Department of Timis (2012-
present);  

- Member of the Technical Commission for Territorial Planning and Urban Planning of the city of Timisoara 
(2021-present); 

- Expert evaluator for national and international scientific reviews/journals. 

 

11.4 Directorate of doctoral theses 

- 10 doctoral theses in geography, coordinated and finalized with public defense and validated by the 
CNATDCU and the ministry;  

- 9 other coordinated doctoral theses in geography, in progress. 

 

11.5 International activities in Entitlement to direct research (co-supervision of theses, 
thesis jury and accreditation jury) 

- Director of a joint Romanian-Spanish thesis (with Mcf Carlos Lopez Escolano, from the University of 
Zaragoza), in progress from 2023 (PhD student Titus-Gabriel Almajan. Title: Current processes in urban 
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renewal: between the dependency of socio-territorial matrices and the incidence of new policies for urban 

agglomerations' development);  

- Director of a joint Romanian-Italian thesis (with Prof. Egidio Dansero, from the University of Turin), in 
progress from 2023 (PhD student Amelia-Laura Mariș. Title: Urban regeneration through the cultural creative 

capitalization of industrial heritage. From abandonment and degradation, to solutions for socio-territorial reconstruction 
in the Mountain of Banat; 

- Director of a joint Franco-Romanian doctoral thesis with Prof. Lydia Coudroy de Lille, from the Université 
Lumière Lyon 2, in progress from 2022 (PhD student Amandine Dargaud. Title: Réceptions et usages des 
héritages de la période socialiste à Iaşi et Timişoara en Roumanie : « faire avec » un passé dissonant dans 
un contexte d’européanisation);  

- Director of a joint Franco-Romanian doctoral thesis with Prof. Jean-Baptiste Humeau, finalized and 
defended in 2010 at the University of Angers, France (PhD student Cristina Fracasiu. Title: Vallées, risque 
d’inondation et nouvelles formes d’aménagement. Jeu d’acteurs et dynamiques territoriales) ; 

- Director of a joint Franco-Romanian doctoral thesis with CNRS Researcher Sébastien Fleuret, finalized 
and defended in 2015 at the University of Angers, France, and in 2016 at the West University of Timisoara 
(PhD student Alexandru Dragan. Title: L’Economie Sociale en Roumanie: un secteur dissymétrique et 
reformaté. Enjeux territoriaux et institutionnelles);  

- Director of a joint Romanian-Spanish doctoral thesis with Prof. Joan Serafi Bernat Marti from the University 
of Castellon, defended in 2017 at the West University of Timisoara (PhD student Adriana Suiu. Title: 
Migration of Romanians to Spain, dynamics and socio-territorial consequences);   

- Director of a joint Romanian-Spanish doctoral thesis with Prof. Julia Salom Carrasco from the University 
of Valencia, defended in 2020 at the West University of Timisoara (PhD student Roxana Ilisei. Title: Socio-
territorial mobility and spatial segregation in the urban environment. A double perspective, quantitative and 
qualitative, on the cities of Timișoara and Valencia (2016-2019));  

- Member of 2 HDR juries at the University of Angers (2012 – for Mr. Prof. Georges Andjipakoto; 2018 – for 
Mr. Prof. Emmanuel Bioteau);  

- Member of 6 doctoral thesis juries in France, including 4 at the University of Angers, one at the University 
of Montpellier III, one at the Université Lumière Lyon 2. 

 

11.6 Editor-in-chief and member of the board of scientific publications 

- Editor-in-chief of the journal Géographica Timisiensis, West University of Timisoara (2000-present).  

- Member of the Editorial Board of the West University Publishing House in Timișoara (2000 – 2014).  

- Member of the scientific and editorial boards of 11 scientific journals:  

*„Romanian Review on Political Geography”, University of Oradea (1999-present);  

*„GeoPolitica”, journal of the Ion Conea Geopolitics Association, Bucharest (2006-present),  

*„Review of Historical Geography and Toponomastics”, from the West University of Timisoara (2007 – 
present),  

*„Studia universitatis Babes-Bolyai”, Geography series, Cluj-Napoca (2008 – present),  

*„Human Geographies”, University of Bucharest (2007-present),  

* Annals of the Professional Association of Geographers of Romania, Bucharest (2010 – present);  

* Geograful (The Geographer) Journal of the Professional Association of Geographers of Romania, 
Bucharest (2009 – present);  

*„Central European Jurnal of Geography and Sustainable Development” – CEJGSD, Ploiesti (2019 – 
present); 

*„Analele Universitatii din Craiova”, Geography series (2021 - present); 

* “Annals of the A. I. Cuza University” of Iasi, Geography series (2012 - 2020);  
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* “Geocarpatica” Review of the Christian University “Dimitrie Cantemir”, faculty of Turism Geography, 
Sibiu (2012 - 2018).   

 

11.7 Organizer of scientific conferences and symposia (selection) 

- Organizer of the International Conference “Circular Economy - Multidisciplinary Perspectives and 
Practical Applications”, West University of Timisoara, July 10-11, 2025 

- Organizer of Scientific Day of the International Network of Senghor Chairs of the Francophonie on the 
theme Geopolitics of Francophonies, West University of Timisoara, October 11, 2023. 

- Organizer of the General Assembly of the International Network of Senghor Chairs of the Francophonie, 
Timisoara, October 12-13, 2023. 

- Organizer of the International Conference “Creativity, Culture, Development”, West University of 
Timisoara, November 11-12, 2021.  

- Co-organizer (with assoc. prof. Madalin Bunoiu) of the international conference “Romania at the 
Centenary. Developments, geopolitical issues, national projects. The role of Emmanuel de Martonne”, 
Timisoara, June 6, 2018.  

- Organizer of the international conference “Territories of health: agri-food production, nutrition, food 
security – PANSA-TS”, Timisoara, October 27-28, 2017.  

- Co-organizer (with assoc. prof. Emmanuel Bioteau, from the University of Angers) of the Franco-
Romanian Seminar ″Emergence and structuring of a medico-social sector in Romania. Roles and places 
of the social and solidarity economy,” Timisoara, March 24, 2016.  

- Organizer of the International Conference “The Academic Geography of Timișoara at the 55th 
Anniversary”, Timisoara, May 2014.  

- President of the International Symposium “Geography in the context of sustainable development. From 
the theoretical approach to territorial planning”, Timisoara, May 2013.  

- President of the International Conference “Territorial Dynamics and Sustainable Development. European 
Perspectives”, Timisoara, May 2012.  

- President of the International Symposium “Trends in geographical research of the European space”, 
Timisoara, May 2011  

- Organizer of the V-th International Conference “Entreprenorial Initiatives and Regional Development – 
European Comparisons”, Timişoara, Novi Sad, Szeged, Arad, July 17 – 22, 2006;  

- Organizer of the IV-th edition of the “Regional Conference of Geography “Geographical Researches in 
the Carpathian–Danubean Space”, with the theme “Regionalism and Integration: Culture, Space, 
Development”, Timişoara, May 12 – 14, 2000;  

- Organizer of the International Conference on Political Geography “Border Regions, Transborder Regions: 
a Geography in Mutation”, Timisoara – Szeged – Novi Sad, June 11-13, 2000;  

- Organizer of the International Social Geography Seminar “Church Movements and Development 
Processes”, Timisoara – Bistriţa Monastery, October 24-27, 2000. 

 

Timișoara, July 20, 2025 

Prof. Dr. Nicolae POPA,  
West University of Timișoara, 

Department of Geography  
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Prof. Dr. Nicolae POPA  
West University of Timisoara  

 
List of scientific publications and researches 
  
- 13 Scientifically Books, 84 Articles and Research Reports;  
- 178 Scientifically Communications in the national and international Congress, Conferences Colloquiums 
and Meetings, in: Romania, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Slovakia, Canada, Hungary, Moldova, 
Slovenia and Serbia;  
- 46 National and International Research Projects, from which 11 international (head or team member), 
22 of which as manager (4 as CNCSIS grant manager).  

 

1. Selected publications 
 
a. BOOKS (selected : 6 from 13)  

[6] IANOS Ioan, POPA Nicolae and CERCLEUX Loreta - coordinators (2011), Eléments de planification 
territoriale et de développement régional, Editura Universitară, Bucureşti (282 p.), ISBN 978-606-591-
285-4  

[5] POPA Nicolae, 2008, Banatul. Identitate, Dezvoltare, Colaborare regionala [The Banat. Identity, 
Development, Regional Co-operation], Ed. Mirton, Timisoara (218 p.).  

[4] POPA Nicolae, 2006, Frontiere, regiuni transfrontalieresşi dezvoltare regionala in Europa Mediana, 
[Borders, Transborder Regions and Regional Development in Median Europe] Ed. Universitatii de 
Vest, Timisoara (286 p.), ISBN 973-125-039-5  

[3] POPA Nicolae (coord.), 2000, Regionalism and Integration: Culture, Space and Development. Ed. 
Brumar, Timişoara -Tubingen – Angers (471p.), ISBN 973-8057-20-5  

[2] POPA Nicolae, 2000, Tipuri de aşezări în Ţara Haţegului. Ed. Brumar, Timişoara (264 pag.), ISBN 973-
8057-51-5.  

[1] POPA, Nicolae, (1999), Tara Hategului - potentialul de dezvoltare al asezarilor omenesti [Hateg County 
– Development Potential of Human Settlements]. Brumar, Timisoara (456 p.), ISBN 973-9295-62- 

 

2 b. ARTICLES (selected: 33 from 84)  

[33.] POPA Nicolae, POP, A-M., MARIAN-POTRA A-C. (2025), ‘Culture-led urban regeneration in post-
socialist cities: From decadent spaces towards creative initiatives’, Cities, Vol. 158, March 2025, 
105707, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2025.105707 (AIS 1,355; Scor relativ influență-RIS 2,332; 
Factor relativ impact-FIR: 1,935; Factor impact: 6,00). 

[32.] Glonți, M. and Popa Nicolae (2025), ‘Emotional Experiences Through the Eyes of Culture and 
Creativity, a New Paradigm for Urban Tourism?’, Sustainability, vol. 17(7) 2794, March 2025, 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su17072794 (Q2) (AIS 0,533; RIS 0,860; FIR 0,767; Factor impact 3,3) 

 [31.] Berceanu I-C, Popa Nicolae and Crețan R. (2023), ‘Towards a Regional Crossover Model? The Roles Played by 

Spatial Vicinity and Cultural Proximity among Ethnic Minorities in an East-Central European Borderland’. Jurnal 

of Urban and Regional Analysis, Vol. 15, Issue 2, 2023. https://doi.org/10.37043/JURA.2023.15.2.1 

(ImpactFactor: 0.7). 

 [30.] Popa N., Dragan A., Marian-Potra A-C., Matichescu ML. (2022), ‘Opportunities: Source of synergy, or of conflict? 
Positioning of creative industry actors within a European Capital of Culture Project’. PLoS ONE 17(9): e0274093. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0274093 (Impact Factor: 2.456) 

 [29.] Berceanu, I-C, Popa Nicolae (2022), ‘A Sample of Resilient Intercultural Coexistence in Ethnic Hungarian, Serbian 
and Bulgarian Communities in Western Romania’. Social Sciences. 2022; 11(8):320. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci11080320 (Impact Factor : 1.7). 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2025.105707
https://doi.org/10.3390/su17072794
https://doi.org/10.37043/JURA.2023.15.2.1
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0274093
https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci11080320
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[28.] [27.] Popa, N.; Pop, A.-M.; Marian-Potra, A.-C.; Cocean, P.; Hognogi, G.-G.; David, N.A. (2021), ‘The Impact of 
the COVID-19 Pandemic on Independent Creative Activities in Two Large Cities in Romania’. International Journal 
Environmental Research and Public Health 2021, 18 (14), 7674. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18147674 (Impact 

Factor: 4,614). 

[26.] POPA, N., GLONȚI, M. (2020), ‘Tourist’s or Residents’ Priority? A Double Perspective on an Emerging Tourist 
Destination’. GeoJurnal of Tourism and Geosites, 28(1), 151-163. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.28112-459 

[25.] TURȘIE, C., POPA, Nicolae (2019), „Cross-Border Issues for Future European Capitals of Culture”, în vol. 
Schneider, W, Jacobsen, K (eds.), Transforming Cities, Universitätsverlag Hildscheim / Georg Olms Verlag, 
Hildscheim, Zürich, New York (pp.121-132); 

[24.] JIGORIA-OPREA, L., POPA, Nicolae (2017), Industrial brownfields: An unsolved problem in post-socialist cities. 
A comparison between two mono industrial cities: Reşiţa (Romania) and Pančevo (Serbia), in rev. Urban Studies, 

vol. 54, Issue 12 (pp. 2719-2738), first published on July 1, 2016 as doi:10.1177/0042098016655057 (Impact 
Factor: 4,869), https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0042098016655057  

[23.] DRAGAN, A. & POPA, Nicolae (2017), ‘Social Economy in Post-communist Romania: What Kind of Volunteering 
for What Type of NGOs?’, in rev. Jurnal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies, vol. 19, Issue 3 (pp.330-350), 
https://doi.org/10.1080/19448953.2017.1277088  (Impact Factor: 1.170) 

[22.] Ancuța, C., Olaru, M., Popa, Nicolae, Ivan, R., Jigoria, L., (2015) ‘Evaluation of the Sustainable Development of 
Rural Settlements. Case Study: Rural Settlements from Romanian Banat’, in Carpathian journal of earth and 
environmental sciences, vol.10, nr. 3 (pp. 67-80), impacxt Factor: 0.700,  
http://www.cjees.ro/viewTopic.php?topicId=549 

[21.] POPA Nicolae, LUCHEȘ Daniel, 2014, ‘Etudier la médecine pour émigrer ?’, în vol. Krasteva, A. & Vasilcu, D. 
(eds.) Migrations en blanc. Médecins d’est en ouest, Editura l’Harmattan, Paris, ISBN 978-2-343-03831-5 (pp. 
83-100).  

[20.] POPA Nicolae, 2014, ‘Heritage, Image and Territorial Competitiveness: A New Vision of Local Development?’ în 
Salom Carrasco, J. & Farinós Dasí, J. eds., Identity and Territorial Character: Re-Interpreting Local-Spatial 
Development, Publicaciones de la Universidad de Valencia, Colecția Desarrollo Territorial, Valencia, pp. 99-125.  

[19.] POPA Nicolae, 2011, Stakes in contention and mutations in the organisation of the urban and periurban space of 
Timisoara, in “Revista Română de Geografie Politică”, anul XIII, nr. 2 / 2011, Oradea (p. 109-132).  

[18.] POPA Nicolae, 2010,The Growth Poles: a Balanced Option for Decentralization and Regional Development in 
Romania?, in “Revista Română de Geografie Politică”, anul XII, nr. 2 / 2010, Oradea (p. 206-226).  

[17.] POPA Nicolae, 2009, Synchronism and dephasing in the spatial and qualitative development of tourism in 
Timişoara and Banat, în rev. „Studia Geographia”, Anul LIV, nr. 2/2009, Universitatea „Babes-Bolyai” Cluj-Napoca 

(p. 232-244).  

[16.] VESCHAMBRE Vincent, POPA Nicolae, (2009), Dynamique économique et renouvellement urbain en Roumanie 
: l’exemple de la ville de Timisoara, in « Revue géographique de l’Est », vol. 49, nr. 1/2009 (on line), Nancy (22 
p.).  

[15.] POPA Nicolae, 2006, Regiunile de cooperare transfrontalieră, surse de stabilitate sau conflict? [The Regions of 
the Cross-Border Cooperation: Stability or Conflict Sources?], in rev. „GeoPolitica, Revista de Geografie politică, 
Geopolitică şi Geostrategie”, Tome IV, nr. 20, Ed. Top Form, Bucharest (pp. 23-34).  

[14.] POPA Nicolae, 2005, L’Eurorégion Danube-Cris-Mures-Tisa: potential de développement, disaprités socio-
économiques, politiques régionales [Danube-Cris-Mures-Tisa Euroregion: Development Possibilities, Social-
Economic Disparities, Regional Politics], in rew. “Geographica Timisiensis”, vol. XIV, nr. 1-2/2005, (pp. 75-97).  

[13.] BIOTEAU Emmanuel, POPA Nicolae, 2004, Pluriconfessionnalité et recompositions urbaines, le difficile équilibre. 
Réflexions sur l’Ouest roumain : Timişoara, Arad et Satu Mare [Multiconfession and Urban Recompostions, the 
Involved Equilibrium. Remarks concerning the West of Romania: Timisoara, Arad, Satu Mare]. In rev. „Les 
Annales de la recherche urbaine”, nr. 96, octombrie, 2004, Ed. METATTM, Paris (pp. 63-72).  

[12.] POPA Nicolae, 2003, Réflexions sur les configurations des frontières de la Roumanie dans la logique de 
l’intégration européenne [Remarks Concerning the Configuration of the Romanian Borders into the logic of 
European Integration]. In Rev. Mosella, tome XXVII, nr. 3-4/ 2002, Universitatea din Metz (pp. 89-99) – ISSN 0047 

– 8164.  

[11.] POPA Nicolae, 2002, Régions de frontière, régions transfrontalières dans une nouvelle géographie [Border 
Regions, Cross-Border Regions in a New Geography], în rev. Geographica Timisiensis, vol. 11, nr. 1 (pp. 5-12).  

[10.] POPA Nicolae, 2002, Ouverture et réticences en Roumanie face au développement du phénomène transfrontalier 
[Openings and Restraints in Romania face to the Cross-Border Phenomenon Development ], in rew. „Geographica 
Timisiensis”, vol. XI, nr. 1 (pp. 25-38).  

https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18147674
https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.28112-459
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0042098016655057
https://doi.org/10.1080/19448953.2017.1277088
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/283010043_Evaluation_of_the_Sustainable_Development_of_Rural_Settlements_case_Study_Rural_Settlements_from_Romanian_Banat?ev=prf_pub
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/283010043_Evaluation_of_the_Sustainable_Development_of_Rural_Settlements_case_Study_Rural_Settlements_from_Romanian_Banat?ev=prf_pub
http://www.cjees.ro/viewTopic.php?topicId=549
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[9.] POPA Nicolae, CRETAN Remus, 2001, Ethnicities and Cultural Heritage in the Romanian Banat Region. In vol. 
"Chosen problems of Political Geography in Central Europe" (editors J. Wendt, Al. Ilies), University of Gdansk 
(pp. 51-60).  

[8.] POPA Nicolae, 2000, Identitate, teritorialitate şi prestigiu cultural în spaţiul geografic românesc [Identity, Territoriality 
and Cultural Prestige in the Romanian Geographical Space] (I). In vol. The 4th edition of the Regional Conference 
of Geography; "Regionalism and Integration: Culture, Space and Development". Timişoara, Angers, Tubingen 
(pp. 87-95).  

[7.] POPA Nicolae and JUNIE Aurelia, 2000, The geographical, national and european position of Timişoara City and 
its perspective of development. In vol. The 4th edition of the Regional Conference of Geography; "Regionalism 
and Integration: Culture, Space and Development". Timişoara, Angers, Tubingen (pp.25-37).  

[6.] POPA Nicolae, 1999, Eglises et religiosité en Roumanie [Churchs and religiosity in Romania.]. In vol. « Religions 

et territories » (coord. J. - R. Bertrand and C. Muller). Ed. Harmattan, Paris, Montreal (pp. 131 - 150).  

[5.] POPA Nicolae, 1999, 2000, Cãile de comunicaţie şi transporturile în Banatul românesc [The Communication Ways 
and the Transports in Romanian Banat] (II). In Analele Universitãţii de Vest din Timişoara, Series Geography, vol. 
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N. Popa_2024-2025 "The circular economy, between administrative responsibility and community engagement. 

Using digital methods for citizen science, in an urban context – CIRCUZEN", RESCI-ECO 2024 research project 

financed by AUF-ECO and partner universities (West University of Timișoara – consortium leader, University of 

Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine of Cluj-Napoca, Universitaté d’Angers – France, Université de la Manouba 

– Tunisia), implementation period July 1, 2024 – August 31, 2025. Project Director. 

N. Popa_2024-2025 "Revitalization of industrial districts. Mapping citizen science contributions for industrial 

heritage in Romania and France - REVITALIND", project financed by PNCDI IV / 5.8 European and International 

Cooperation Program/5.8.3 - Bilateral/multilateral Subprogram, contract no. 11BMFR, coordinator West University of 

Timișoara, implementation period September 2024- December 2025; Member of the UVT team. 

N. Popa_2024-2025_"Portail des publications géographiques francophones en Europe Centrale et Orientale - 

GeoPortECO", RESCI-ECO 2024 research project, funded by AUF-ECO and partner universities (A. I. Cuza University 

of Iași – consortium leader, West University of Timișoara, International Association of Francophone Geography, Canada, 

Université de Laval – Canada), implementation period July 2024 – August 2025. UVT team leader. 

N. Popa_2022-2023 "Cultural Creative Industries and Urban Dynamics", Blended Intensive Program financed by the 

Erasmus+ Program, through Contract no. 2022-1-RO01-KA131-HED-000054735, Leader West University of 
Timișoara; Partners: University of Angers (France), University of Bamberg (Germany), Catholic University of Louvain 
– Mons (Belgium), University of Valencia (Spain). Contract duration: March 5 – November 30, 2023. Project Director. 

N. Popa_2021-2023 "European Urban REgeneration Knowledge Alliance - EUREKA", within the Erasmus+ Strategic 

Partnerships Program (KA2), Contract no.: 621709-EPP-1-2020-1-IT-EPPKA2-KA ERASMUS+ KA2 (2020-2023), 
worth 997,805 Euros, coordinated by the University of Venice (IUAV). Partners: IUAV Venice, Western University of 
Timișoara, Deusto University of Bilbao, University of Applied Sciences in Amsterdam, Plai Cultural Center (Timișoara), 
Timișoara City Hall, MeltinPRO (Italy), LAMA (Italy), Trans Europe Halles, Pakhuis de zwijger (Netherlands). Team 
member. 

N. Popa_2020-2021 "Sustainable development strategy of Caransebeș Municipality 2021-2027", contract no. 

11934/28.02.2020 (UVT) and no. 6427.03.03.2020 (MC), concluded with the Municipality of Caransebeș for the 
implementation of the project "Performing public services provided to the citizens of the Municipality of Caransebeș", 



                   Curriculum Vitae  Nicolae POPA  

 

SMIS code 128739, financed within the Operational Program Administrative Capacity CP12, Priority Axis 2 Accessible 
and transparent public administration and judicial system, Specific objective 2.1. the introduction of common systems 
and standards in the local public administration that optimizes beneficiary-oriented processes. Implementation period 
March 4, 2020 – March 4, 2021. Project Director.  

N. Popa_2019-2021 "Heritage and urban renewal: creative spaces, inclusive culture and the training of the civic 
spirit" ["Patrimoine et renouvellement urbain: espaces créatifs, culture inclusive et impulsion de l'esprit civique"], 

project financed by the National Research-Development Program and Innovation 2015-2020, Program 3 – European 
and international cooperation, Subprogramme 3.1 Bilateral/Multilateral, project carried out in an international 
consortium, consisting of: Western University of Timișoara (Leader), Babeș-Bolyai University (P1), Academy of 
Economic Studies of Moldova (P2) and the University of Angers (P3), Contract 17-AUF/1.03.2019 concluded with the 
National Institute of Atomic Physics, funding by the Government of Romania, through IFA, and by AUF ) for the period 
March 1, 2019 – December 30, 2020. Contract extended by Additional Act no. 1/ 2.10.2020, until 31.12.2021 Project 
director.  

N. Popa_2019-2022 "Capitales Européennes de la Culture et Cohésion Urbaine Transfrontalière - CECCUT" 

599614-EPP-1-2018-1-LU-EPPJMO-NETWORK. Jean Monnet international project, financed by the EC for the period 
2018-2021. Partners: LISER (Luxembourg, leader); Université Catholique de Luvain à Mons (Belgium), Université de 
Lille (France) Western University of Timișoara (Romania). Team member. 

N. Popa_2017-2020 „Sostenibilidad social, conectividad global y economia creativa como estrategias de 
desarrollo en el area metropolitana de Valencia”, ref. CSO2016-74888-C4-1-R, financiado por el Ministerio de 

Economia, Industria y Competitividad del Gobierno de Espana, en la convocatoria 2016 de Proyectos I+D+i del 
Programa Estatal de Investigacion, Desarrollo e Innovacion a los Retos de la Sociedad. Periode: 1 January 2017 – 31 
December 2020. Team member.  

N. Popa_2016-2017, “Demographic disparities in rural spaces (DISRUR)”, Contract nr. 14-AUF/14.08.2016, 

financed by ANCSI throu the Programm PN3/subprogramm 3.1 Bilateral/ multilateral Modul AUF-RO, for 15 months, 
Lider UBB Cluj-Napoca (Prof. Dr. Pompei Cocean), Partners Universitatea de Vest din Timișoara - WUT (P1), 
Academia de Studii Economice a Moldovei (P2), Université d’Angers (P3). Responsible of WUT team.  

N. Popa_2016, „Joint Strategy for Waste Water Management in the Danube Basin”, Consultancy Contract nr. 

13581/08.07.2016, with Comuna Dumbrăvița, financed by the Interreg Program – IPA II CBC Romania-Serbia, code 
SMIS ETC 1253, ref. 1253/DUMBRAVITA/8, perioade: 18 June-18 Decembre 2016, Director of the contract.  

N. Popa_2014-2016, "Integrated Strategy for Urban Development of Timişoara Growth Pole", consulting contract 

concluded by CDR-START with the Municipality of Timisoara. Period: 15 July 2014 to 31 Mars 2016. Director of the 
contract.  

N. Popa_2012-2014 "Cross Border Doctoral Consortium between University of Oradea, University of Debrecen, 
West University of Timisoara, University of Szeged" (2012-2014), Financed by EU, CBC program - HU-

RO/1001/184/2.3.1. Officer team from West University of Timisoara.  

N. Popa_2012-2013 “Local Development through Europe: A multinational and interdisciplinary approach”, 

Financed by EU, ERASMUS IP Project, nr. 2012-1-54 349-ES1-ERA10. Members: Universitat Jaume I Castellon 
(Spain) - Leader; Universidade Nova de Lisboa (Portugal); Universitat Bamberg (Germany), Universitat Valencia 
(Spain), Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara (Romania), Universite d’Angers (France). Officer team for West University 
of Timisoara.  

N. Popa_2012-2013 “L’émigration féminine hautement qualifiée dans le secteur de santé roumain et bulgare 
vers la France : enjeux, défis et perspectives futures”, international research project concluded with the Agence 

Universitaire de la Francophonie. Partners: University "Stefan cel Mare" of Suceava (coord.); New Bulgarian University, 
Sofia; University of Bucharest; University "Lower Danube" Galati; University of Craiova; West University of Timisoara. 
Duration of the contract, three years (2012-2014). Scientific officer team at the West University of Timisoara.  

N. Popa_2009-2011. Advanced researches concerning the dynamics of the identity structures and the social 
economic disparities in the West Region of Romania and its cross border area. Researches’ Program PN-II-ID-

PCE-2008-2, Contract cod CNCSIS 1067, beneficiary: National University Researches Council - CNCSIS Director of 
contract.  

N. Popa_2001-2010. « Récompositions socials au risque de l’exclusion - 2H2S » [Territorial Reorganization and 
the Risk of Exclusion – 2H2S] This multidisciplinary research program develops a structure between the research 

laboratories in human and social sciences of the region of Pays de la Loire (West-France). The 2H2S program gathers 
researchers in history, geography, sociology, psychology, economy and management, educational sciences... coming 
from various universities - Nottingham (UK), Roskilde (DK), Potsdam (D), Bucharest (RO), Timisoara (RO), Porto (P). 

Co-Pl.  

N. Popa_2006-2007. „The Identity Context and the role of the innovative and entrepreneurial Initiatives in the 
Social-Economical Sustainable Development of the Settlements in the Banat and the Western Development 
Region of Romania” Contract number 36GR/2006, cod 552, beneficiary: National University Researches Council - 

CNCSIS Project Director. 
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N. Popa_2004-2005. “Evaluation of the Touristic Development and Planning Potential of the Vest V 
Development Region and of the Cross-Border and International Advertising of the Touristic offer”. Contract cod 
1138/22.06.2004, beneficiary: National University Researches Council - CNCSIS. Team Member.  

N. Popa_2003-2004. “Evaluation of the Social and Economic Potential of the West Romania Development 
Region and of its Cross-Border Cooperation Opportunities within the Danube - Cris – Mures – Tisa European 
Region” Contract cod 449/ 2003), beneficiary: National University Researches Council – CNCSIS. Project Director.  

N. Popa_2001-2002. “Impact of the Associative Religious Movements on the Social-Cultural and Economic Life 
for the Population of the Banat Region”. Contract cod 387/2001, beneficiary: National University Researches Council 

– CNCSIS. Project Director.  

N. Popa_2000. “Institutional and Civil Society Partnership for Planning of the Social-economical Development 
for the Timisoara Zone”. Contract number 14793/10. 10. 2000, beneficiary: Mayoralty of Timisoara City. Team 

Member.  

Timișoara, July 2025  
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